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e Thus we did not keep on telling our pupils what
a pity it would be if they collided with each other,
this not being necessary as they one and all had an
instinctive dislike of collisions which did not need
to be intensified. Nor did we tell them that it was
a terrible affair to return to their quarters after
midnight as it really did not signify when they
returned as long as they managed to be fairly
sensible in the morning. If we had not made things
interesting enough for them to want to be that, the
fault was ours, not theirs. I do not mean to say
that we could not be savage on occasion. We
sometimes felt it our duty to work ourselves up to
great extremes of savagery. Ours was not a Mon-
tessori school, at any rate not in every respect. But
in this side of the question Sir Alliott would3 I think,
not be interested, as on the few occasions that I have
had the pleasure of meeting him, I seem to have
noticed that he was a character made up of nothing
but geniality and sunshine.

' This being so, we wanted an aeroplane to match.
Our methods came direct from Nature. They were
not patched-up and " improved " copies of someone
else's for we felt that as long as we continued to
learn from Nature and refused to take ideas from
any other source we should not be likely to make
any great mistakes.

' We started with a varied assortment of aeroplanes,
into all of which we fitted dual control. Neither the
" Avro 504 " nor any of the others were specifically
intended for training purposes, and I still find it hard
to say why this machine was picked on or why when
one of us went to the United States in order to start
a school over there, although we tried every machine
they had to offer, nothing was found that was
nearly as suitable as the " Avro."

' Perhaps it was because this machine was perfect